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Community Design Workshop #2
Jefferson High School Modernization

Meeting Date:
Meeting Location:
Meeting Participants:
Presentation Link:

08.14.2024

The second in a series of Community Design The second in a series of Community Design 
Workshops, the JHS community was invited to Workshops, the JHS community was invited to 
review review approaches to celebrating culture on the approaches to celebrating culture on the 
building exterior, building exterior, how the site can help tell the how the site can help tell the 
stories of Jeff’s history, stories of Jeff’s history, and and how the experience of how the experience of 
Center Hall and the Cafeteria can join together as Center Hall and the Cafeteria can join together as 
The Commons. The workshop focused on exploring The Commons. The workshop focused on exploring 
progress in the development of the design and progress in the development of the design and 
how stakeholders would like to see Jeff’s history how stakeholders would like to see Jeff’s history 
represented throughout the new building.represented throughout the new building.

JHS Cafeteria
36 Community Participants
CDW 02 Boards

Key Findings + Overall Themes
Building Exterior That Celebrates Jeff. Community members 
appreciated the idea of incorporating patterns similar to the existing 
buildings and using the brick diamond details as inspiration while 
allowing the new building to feature a more modern and simplified 
design. On a scale from exact replica of the old building to a 
highly modern look, preferences leaned towards a contemporary 
interpretation of the cultural elements.

The Commons At The Heart Of The Building. The interior team 
heard a lot of enthusiasm for the central placement of community 
partners and student gathering areas within The Commons. The 
feedback was also clear that the community would like to continue 
to have conversations around noise control and celebrating Jeff’s 
identity in The Commons.  

Paving The Way, Brick-By-Brick. The site team heard positive 
feedback around preserving the Jeff legacy in the landscape with 
1909 brick or Demo colors. The community appreciated how the 
Crossblock access would cut down walking routes for students. 
Concerns were raised around the balance of safety and public 
access, as well as why tennis courts were included but not exterior 
basketball courts.

Monuments to Jeff’s Diverse Cultures. Stakeholders were 
excited to see stories of Jeff excellence written out and added their 
own stories to the Timeline of Jeff Excellence. There were critical 
conversations around what a monument to Jeff might be and a 
resounding consensus to embed cultural heritage of diverse cultures 
throughout the site. There was enthusiasm for “fencing as a canvas” 
and excitement around a “buy a brick” idea for alumni and donors.

https://www.pps.net/cms/lib/OR01913224/Centricity/Domain/62/24-0814_JHS%20CDW%202%20All%20Boards.pdf
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Appendix B - CDW #2 Community Feedback

Feedback Related To Building Exterior

• “’Diamonds’ are not as impactful as the brick work.” yes (brick), please, no (wood) Re: exterior 
design

• “Take bricks from old Jeff & make new diamonds” Re: exterior design
• “Original brick work is amazing” noted on exterior texture inspiration board
• “Maybe use old bricks on interior” noted on exterior texture inspiration board
• “Keep the spirit (expectation)” noted on exterior texture inspiration board
• “I love this design concept but it fits a different layout (original period arch.) The modern layout 

may be begging for a new approach that is equally exceptional.” noted next to existing building 
shape

• “Repeating motif of 3 entry arches” Re: Existing Jefferson character
• “Arch entry into athletics” on the cultural context board near the ‘literal’ part of the spectrum
• “Arches in LA coliseum” on the cultural context board near the ‘literal’ part of the spectrum
• “Yes” Re: curved building to align  with angle of the sun for exterior shape
• “Yes” inspired design from iron work on exterior texture
• “Symmetry!!!! = old Jeff” re: Aztec inspiration
• “Don’t think this will age well” Re: simplified design
• “Do we have calm spaces for neurodivergent peeps?” Noted on exterior texture inspiration board
• “Traffic slowing at Alberta?” Noted on exterior texture inspiration board

Building Exterior Feedback Related to PPS and JHS Policy

• “Find a way to incorporate existing murals like this one!” Noting the ‘school of champions’ mural
• “Bring existing art work/murals into new space” re: what we want to bring from existing building
• “Museum of JHS on inside” noted on exterior texture inspiration board
• “Recycled shoe sole courts” on the cultural context board near the ‘literal’ part of the spectrum
• “Pickle ball connects generations” on the cultural context board near the ‘literal’ part of the 

spectrum
• “Turf contributes to climate change. Grass doesn’t” noted on exterior texture board
• “Turf is unnatural” noted on exterior texture inspiration board
• “Grass, please! With a professional substrate & drainage system!!!!” Noted on current design 

model
• “Please consider orienting SB home plate here (SE corner of Alberta/Comm.) -Avoid outfielders 

staring at sun! -For 4pm home games if there is an issue w/ pipeline it affects the outfield and not 
the infield” noted on current design model
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Feedback Related To Building Interior

• “Be mindful of this being a community building and community space. As long as we’re mindful of 
that, we can make it feel like a home for all.” Re: JHS Building organization, level one

• “Like that the commons and classrooms are in different areas - quieter for class time” Re: center 
hall & commons

• “Don’t like it right at the entry - you should have a welcome space first” Re: the new Commons
• “Feels overwhelming coming straight into commons - feels like a mall, too loud” Re: JHS Building 

organization, level one
• “Noise - glass & hard materials could be overwhelming for many students” Re: JHS Building 

organization, level one
• “Student or local community design/art” Re: cafeteria/center hall coming together
• “It needs to reflect the generations of families” Re: cafeteria/center hall coming together
• “Will it express what’s special about Jeff? Where would you see that? Placemaking at double 

height wall is too far to experience it when you walk into the building.” Re: JHS Building 
organization, level one 

• “Too white cafeteria” noted on board for the new Commons
• “Site safety in crossing Alberta to get to the softball fields?” Re: JHS Building organization, level 

one
• “Disappointed that its such a tight baseball field” Re: JHS Building organization, level one
• “Athletic team coaches - where are the offices for male coaches who coach girls sports?” Re: JHS 

Building organization, level one

Building Interior Feedback Related to PPS and JHS Policy

• “Existing murals - move them to the new building so alumni can see themselves in the building.” 
Re: center hall & commons

• “Could there be a space for a Jefferson museum inside the building?” Re: JHS Building 
organization, level one

• “Could use double height space of the Commons to plug in more programming instead of having 
that open space?” Re: JHS Building organization, level one

• “Where can people park? Will parking spots still be dedicated to teachers? What about teen 
parents doing drop off of their kids? What about staff other than teachers?” Re: JHS Building 
organization, level one

• “More parking and make it closer” Re: JHS Building organization, level one
• “What are we doing with the turf? Is it turf or grass? Can we get a bond to take care of it as grass? 

Feels like turf is building a weapon of war in the war on climate change. Feels very hot, you have to 
change it every 10 years - Look deeply into this issue.” Re: JHS Building organization, level one

• “Need more dedicated dance studios. Maybe consider the floor in the rooms that dancers can 
use but aren’t dedicated studios for safety & practicality - signed, Jefferson Dancer Alum” Re: JHS 
Building organization, level one
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Feedback Related To Cultural Placemaking

• “Plants native to this land” to answer the question What plants and food are significant to your 
culture? Why? 

• “Hall of Fame Museum. AMEN!!!!” Over the building on the Legacy of Place board
• “Reference Black Lives Matter plaza DC. Ground can create strong statements” on Crossblock: 

Stories of Activism board
• “Plants that are useful & can teach skills. Economics (basil)” to answer the question What plants 

and food are significant to your culture? Why?
• “An artist from each cultural community (or students) should make a panel” Re: story pillars
• “Love the collab art project” Re: celebratory stairs
• “Love this idea” Re: celebratory stairs
• “Teachers mean a lot to students” Re: note about influential teachers noted on celebratory stairs 

board 
• “Students who’ve shown progress over the month/year (so interchangeable shout outs) (e.g. 

Tubman does a ‘Legends of the Month’ for each grade level” Re: celebratory stairs
• “Leave parts empty for classes to create expressions when graduating? Fill other parts with 

murals that tell the story of Albina and Jeff, but leaving empty space so each graduating class can 
add” in response to fence graphics

• “Great idea. Make it look good, not regular chain link” in response to fence graphics
• “No” Re: We are Proud to be Jeff Demos plinth
• “Nope” Re: We are Proud to be Jeff Demos plinth
• “A real donkey better representation of the mascot” Re: image of We are Proud to be Jeff Demos 

plinth
• “I like the empty stage and the casting idea if there’s a way to do both. If not, I’d keep the photo op 

that the students made it into” Re: Create New Traditions plinth
• “Like this, leave it open. Cushion for kids to fall on lol” Re: Create New Traditions plinth
• “I like the empty plinth idea because it creates a direct link to student-led activism and identity - 

making art is a reference to historical events (the protests)” Re: Create New Traditions plinth
• “This one seems too dark & possibly controversial. Do we expect students to continue dying 

often?” RE: memorial to students plinth idea

Cultural Placemaking Feedback Related to PPS and JHS Policy
• “Commemorative Bricks - People donate & put a name(s) on it (engraved). Doesn’t have to be 

negative.” Re: memorial to students plinth idea
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Feedback Related To Site 

• “Could make a walkway similar to Black Lives Matter Plaza in DC but using the design of the “go 
demos” banner that’s currently on the facade” Re: site design toolkit

• “Mature trees” Re: Kerby Grove program
• “Cultural-related wood bench. Salvaged wood?” Re: Kerby Grove program

Site Feedback Related to PPS and JHS Policy

• “Our tennis courts have not been used in 10+ years. Encourage a basketball court instead or dual 
use.” Re: site program & circulation

• “I’d like to suggest that the tennis courts be designed for dual use, accommodating both tennis 
and basketball. This would provide access to facilities during weekend evenings and when school 
is closed.” Re: site program & circulation

• “Who decided tennis courts are a requirement? Seems culturally insensitive. Why wouldn’t 
basketball courts take priority?” Re: site program & circulation

• “Pickleball instead of tennis courts” placed on Kerby Grove site design toolkit board
• “We need to make sure we have a full baseball field. Right now the models are showing left field to 

be about 230ft. NOT ACCEPTABLE.” Re: site program & circulation


